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1. The participation of Sophocles Venizelos, following heavy British pressure,
in the new coelition government of 24 January 1947 hed the ultimate secret
approval of Sophoulis, who wented to test the left-wing reaction to moderats

. conciliatory measurss, including & iimited amnesty which has already baen

proclained. Sophoulis also wented to provide a pounder claim for & libersal
government 1r hostilities continue as oxpected. This development oocurred
after the tactical failure of Venizalos end ‘Kanellopoulos Go force the
appointment of Sophoulis as Premier, following the resignetions of Gonstas
axd others and the formation of the Markezinis party on 16 Januerys

2. Demetrios Haximos sccepted the Promisrship only after Sritish blessing.

%, The battle over the basic Ministries of War and Public Security oontinuess
Yenizelos resigned the War Ministry following & meeting with Lt. Gen. E.No
crawford, chief of British Land Forcess becsuse The latter opposed the

reorgenization of the army without the approval of the Gresk General Staff
end the British command. Georgs Stratos; & dissatisfied member of the
Populist Party close to Markezinls, was then sppointed Minister of War.

The original appointment of Gen. Napoleon Zorvas to the Ministry of Public
Security was withdrawn because of bitbter opposition from Venirelos and
Kanellopoulos and also because of the intervention of King GeoTE®o
Ksnellopoulos is temporarily holdlng this post, ut it may go to Zervas, who
45 supported by cealdaris, if Zorvas 45 willing to make & public statemant
that he will conform %o the poliey of the Cabinet gouncil. The post of
Director General for Northern Epirus, as well as the Ministry of Communications
gnd one Onder-Ministry of Economics wore allotted to Zervas, who has not
accepbed pending the finel disposition of the Ministry of 2ublie Security.
Qutward harmony has been preserved by Veniszelos' acceptance of a Ministry
without Portfolio, which is charged with coordinating the Ministries
affecting Public Securityo

4a Well-informed circles, including the right wing, believe that the 1ife of
the present government will be shorke
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